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INTRODUCTION 
 
About the Creativity Pioneers Fund 
 
The Creativity Pioneers Fund was launched in 2021 to provide flexible funding support to 
creative and cultural organizations sustain essential functions and programs throughout 
the COVID pandemic and strengthen their ability to continue to serve their communities 
for the longer term. The Fund provided grants in the amount of €5.000 to help reinforce  
the power of culture and creativity to catalyse social change. 
 
The Fund is administered by the Moleskine Foundation.  
 
The Fund is honored to welcome BIC Corporate Foundation as the first Global Anchor 
Partner.   
 
The hope and vision of the Fund is to provide on-going infrastructure to build a platform 
that will drive greater resources and partnerships to the field of Creativity for Social 
Change. The overarching objective of the Fund is to place creativity at the center of 
more inclusive, equal, just and thriving communities. 
 
About the funding round 
 
During the first round 10 organizations were selected from the 456 applications received 
from 76 countries to receive flexible funding support in the amount of €5.000.  To learn 
more about the organizations selected during the first round please visit the Moleskine 
Foundation website. 
 
A significant part of the work of the Fund will be dedicated to expanding the number of 
stakeholders engaged in Creativity for Social Change ecosystem.  This begins with the 
launch of this new open call in 2022, starting 20 July 2022. We anticipate further rounds 
as more people and partners join the Fund.  Be sure to sign up to our newsletter to keep 
informed of the latest opportunities.   
 
GRANT GUIDELINES 
 

I. Eligible organizations 
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• Support is only given to organizations, legally registered and working in the 
country(ies) in which they operate.    

• Organizations must demonstrate how they reinforce the powerful role that 
creativity can play in transforming communities.   

• Organizations that target underserved and marginalized audiences and 
communities, especially youth will be prioritized.   

• Organizations representing political parties, religious organizations or engaged in 
lobbying activities are not eligible to apply 

• Organizations that have not previously received grants from the Creativity 
Pioneers Fund 

 
II. Eligible Expenses  
 

• This call intends to support organizations, their leaders and staff by providing 
unrestricted funding that covers the expenses determined by the organization as 
most necessary for fulfilling the organization’s mission.   

• We believe that organizations closest to the challenges they seek to address are 
best suited to determine where to allocate the funds they receive.  

• Your application should include all costs that will be directly incurred as a result of 
your planned activities and programs during the year and may include but are not 
limited to: 

o Programming related expenses 
o Staff costs for either new staff positions or paid time for existing staff where 

these are vital to the organization’s operations and programming 
o Travel and subsistence costs e.g. air travel costs, ground travel expenses, 

accommodation and food costs should be in line with the organization’s 
expenses policy where applicable. 

o Promotional costs such as costs for marketing and the distribution of 
marketing materials, or advertising on digital media platforms where 
appropriate. 

o Evaluation costs including collection, storing and analysis of data and 
production of evaluation reports including additional staff time or external 
consultants to deliver the work. 

o Professional fees: Paying an organization or individual to deliver 
professional services, such as finance, legal or marketing services. 

o Overheads that support organizational growth and development to ensure 
long term sustainability. 
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III. Eligible Countries and Duration 
 

• No support will be provided retroactively to cover expenses incurred prior to the 
receipt of funding  

• All funds must be expensed by November 2023  
 
IV. How to apply 
 

• All queries, expressions of interest and applications are handled by the Moleskine 
Foundation based in Italy.  The assessment will be based on our criteria and 
recommendations from colleagues, partners and across the creative sector.   

• Your participation in the Fund starts with the Expression of Interest which will 
enable us to assess your eligibility to submit a full application.   

• You will need to create a free Optimy account to submit your Expression of Interest 
and Application form.  

• You can save a draft of your work if you would like to finish the form at a later date. 
You are able to keep your draft and edit it up until the submission date. After 
submitting your application, it is not possible to re-access it to edit it. The Optimy 
platform works best on Google Chrome, Firefox, Edge or Safari. Internet Explorer 
is not supported. Please make sure you are using a supported browser. 

• We will keep you updated throughout the process to update you on the status of 
your application.  Please be sure to safelist notification emails from Optimy and 
check the email you used to sign up for your Optimy Account regularly. Contact 
Optimy’s Customer Support team with any technical questions. 

 
V. Successful Applicants 
 

• The names of successful applicants will be published on the Moleskine Foundation 
website once a final decision is made.  

• The selection of supported projects will be made public by November 2022 at the 
latest. 

 
Timeline for Applications 

Expression of Interest Open 20 July 2022 
Expression of Interest Closed 12 August 2022 
Evaluation of applications Rolling basis 20 July – 26 

August 
Notification of outcomes of Expression of 
Interest 

29 August 
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Full proposal Open 29 August 
Full proposal Closed  16 September 
Assessment of proposals 19 September – 3 October 
Notification of Proposal outcome November 
Completion of contracts and funds disbursals  December 

 
VI. Grant Contracts 
 

• Moleskine Foundation will draft a contract to be signed by the successful 
grantees.  

• The contract will include contract start and end dates, grant amount, financial 
requirements, payment schedule, general provisions, implementation and 
amendments and required reports. 

 
VII. Payment Schedule  
 

• Grantees receive 100% of the grant as a first payment upon completing the grant 
contract.  

• If a grant is awarded to your organization, you must provide a functional bank 
account that can receive international funds when the project starts.  

• You should also be prepared to provide financial and progress reports.    
• Before disbursing funds a due diligence check will be conducted.   
• Moleskine Foundation is prohibited from making payments to any organization 

subject to international sanctions or without legal registration. 
 
VIII. Expression of Interest 
 

• The Expression of Interest is a light-touch online form intended to collect basic 
information about your organization to assess your proposal for eligibility and 
alignment with the objectives and vision of the Fund.  

• You will be asked to give information about your organization and the context, 
partners and communities with whom you work.   

• Please consider the following questions and ensure that you have addressed them 
in your responses: 

o Is your organization contributing towards Creativity For Social Change? 
o What is the specific challenge that your organization is addressing? 
o What is the evidence of the need? 
o How is creativity being applied to address this challenge?  
o What are the primary and target audiences of the organization?  
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o How does my organization intend to make an impact, and who will benefit? 
o As an organization, how do you learn and improve from your past 

experience? What is your approach?  
 
 
IX. Full application 
 

• If your Expression of Interest, is accepted you will be invited to submit a full 
application and at that time we will provide additional guidelines and instructions 
for how to complete the form.   

• We will only accept full applications that have been invited following the Expression 
of Interest stage. 

• The application consists of a number of questions to which you will be required to 
provide detailed answers.  

• You may also be required to submit additional documents such as a budget and 
letters of support and other materials.  

  
X. Criteria for application assessment 
 

• Proposals will be assessed based on the criteria below.  
• Decisions will be made by Committee Review Panels.  
• Members of the Panel will use their judgement to choose which applications to 

support, taking account of the quality and value for money.  
• Please note that application does not have to meet all the below criteria; however, 

successful applications should consider and incorporate each criterion within their 
project and their scope of work. 

 
Rigorous: an interesting idea, well thought through and put together, produced and 
presented 
Creative: one of a kind, unconventional ideas/concepts/perspectives, adventurous, 
groundbreaking, offers new perspectives, generates novel and meaningful ideas, raises 
new questions, and presents solutions to identified challenges. 
Transformative: challenging, prompts feelings, thought provoking, promoting different 
ways of thinking and acting, provokes response 
Context-specific: important to happen or discussed in the local context, enhancement 
of the context, rethinking history, societal impact (locally or globally) 
Inclusive: (directly or indirectly) linked to the ultimate aim of more inclusive societies, 
connecting people in ways that resist marginalization, oppression, division and threat. 
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This could happen at different levels, e.g. through the people involved, audiences, 
program and context or organization. 
Educational: programs/organizations that aim at developing directly or indirectly creative 
skills in youth i.e. critical thinking, creative doing, lifelong learning, and a change-making 
approach. 


